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Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
is Monday (Jan. 19), represent-
ing a time to remember the 
legacy of America’s famous civil 
rights leader and give back to the 
community.

More than six decades have 
passed since Dr. King delivered 
his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech in Washington, D.C., and 
more than 57 years since the activ-
ist was assassinated in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The work he started is 
vital to this day.

Around Central Florida, 
performing groups, community 
leaders and volunteers will bring 
the public together for concerts, 
prayer, discussions and more 
throughout the holiday weekend. 
Here are a few offerings.

The City of Groveland hosts an 
MLK Celebration and commu-
nity breakfast at the E. L. Puryear 
Building and community center to 
celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. More information: 
9-11 a.m. Jan. 17 at 243 S. Lake Ave. 
in Groveland; groveland-fl.gov

Orlando’s annual MLK Parade 
provides a community celebration 
with the theme, “Mission Possible 
II: Building Community, Uniting 
a Nation the Non-Violent Way.” 
Thousands of spectators will line 
up to see drumlines, dancing, 
community organizations, music, 
art and more. The route begins at 
the Orange County Courthouse 
and goes to Lake Eola Park. More 
information: 10 a.m. Jan. 17 in 
downtown Orlando; orlando.gov 
or eventbrite.com

The Town of Eatonville cele-
brates Martin Luther King Jr. with 
the 49th annual parade and cele-
bration themed “Progress with 
Purpose.” More information: 2 
p.m. Jan. 17 on Kennedy Blvd. in 
Eatonville; townofeatonville.org

The City of Kissimmee MLK 
Unity Celebration gathers the 
community to celebrate Dr. King’s 
legacy with live music, food, chil-
dren’s activities and photo ops. 
More information: Noon-4 p.m. 
Jan. 17 at 201 Lakeview Drive in 
Kissimmee; kissimmee.gov

The 24th Unity Heritage Festi-
val takes place in Winter Park over 
two days with live music, chil-
dren’s games, food, retail vendors 
and booths with community 
resources. More information: 1-5 
p.m. Jan. 18 and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Jan. 
19 at 721 W. New England Ave. in 
Winter Park; cityofwinterpark.org

Sanford’s Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Celebration Steering Commit-
tee will host several events 
throughout the holiday week-
end with the theme, “Honoring 
the Legacy, Inspiring the Future.” 
At 6 p.m. Jan. 17, a commemora-
tive banquet gathers the commu-
nity at the Sanford Civic Center. 
Beginning at 3 p.m. Jan. 18, Pastor 
Robert T. Bradley Sr. will host 
an interfaith service at the St. 
Paul Missionary Baptist Church. 
The public can enjoy the annual 
MLK Parade at 10 a.m. Jan. 19 
on Historic Goldsboro Boule-
vard with vehicles, bands, singing 
groups and more. At Ft. Mellon 
Park at 11 a.m., enjoy entertain-
ment, speakers, a talent show, chil-
dren’s activities, food and vendors 
during a festival in the park. More 
information: mlksanford.org

The 35th Arthur “Pappy” 
Kennedy Prayer Breakfast will 
commemorate the legacies of King 
and Orlando’s first Black city coun-
cil member. This annual tradition 
brings together hundreds of civic 
leaders, pastors and Central Flor-
ida community members at First 
Baptist Church of Orlando. More 
information: 7:30 a.m. Jan. 19 at 
3000 S. John Young Parkway in 
Orlando; ymcacf.org

The City of Orlando’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. Great Day of Service 
brings together U.S. Hunger and 
volunteers to pack and distrib-

ute up to 1 million healthy meals 
of food relief throughout Central 
Florida during this family-friendly 
event, which has shifts beginning 
at 9 a.m. Jan. 19 at Orange County 
Convention Center and requires 
sign-ups in advance. More infor-
mation: eventbrite.com or orlando.
gov

2025 Seedlings for Civil Rights 
works with the City of Orlando’s 
Green Up initiative to beautify 
Rosemont Community Center 
by planting trees, mulching and 
removing litter. Snacks, water and 
supplies are provided for volun-
teers, who are required to wear 
closed-toed shoes. More infor-
mation: 9 a.m. Jan. 19 at 4872 Rose 
Bay Drive in Orlando; orlando.gov

The Oviedo Citizens in Action 
Parade features businesses, 
schools, churches, civic groups, 
bands and more coming together 
for a community celebration. The 
route goes from Round Lake Park 
to Center Lake Park. A family fun 
day in the park will follow with 
live performances, food, vendors 
and kids’ activities. More informa-
tion: 10 a.m. Jan. 19 at 299 Center 

Lake Lane in Oviedo (parade end); 
cityofoviedo.net

The City of Ocoee’s Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Parade brings the 
community together for a fun 
morning, followed by a post-pa-
rade celebration inside the West 
Oaks Mall with a keynote speech. 
The parade route begins at 10 
a.m. Jan. 19 at Citrus Elementary 
School and ends at the mall. More 
information: 10 a.m. Jan. 19 at 87 
N. Clarke Road in Ocoee; ocoee.org

The Winter Garden Martin 
Luther King Jr. Community Cele-
bration commemorates the life 
and legacy of the Civil Rights 
leader with a parade, live enter-
tainment, children’s activities and 
more. More information: 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Jan. 19 in historic downtown 
Winter Garden; cwgdn.com

The Martin Luther King Jr. 
Parade in Apopka kicks off with 
the theme, “The Dream Marches 
On,” at 2 p.m. Jan. 20 at 519 S. 
Central Ave. in Apopka and ends 
at the John H. Bridges Commu-
nity Center. More information:  

facebook.com/ApopkaMLKjr

MLK Night at the Magic recog-
nizes Mayor Buddy Dyer’s MLK 
Youth Humanitarian Award 
winners at the Orlando Magic vs. 
Cleveland Cavaliers game. The 
game is at 7 p.m. Jan. 19 at 400 W. 
Church St. in Orlando. More infor-
mation: kiacenter.com

The 2026 MLK Gospel Concert 
celebrates the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. with a 
show produced and directed by 
Dr. Jeffery Redding in Steinmetz 
Hall at Dr. Phillips Center for 
the Performing Arts. Admission 
is free, but attendees are encour-
aged to bring non-perishable 
food donations for United Against 
Poverty. More information: 7 p.m. 
Feb. 22 at 445 S. Magnolia Ave. in 
Orlando; drphillipscenter.org

Find me @PConnPie on 
Instagram or send me an email: 
pconnolly@orlandosentinel.
com. Stay up to date with our 
latest travel, arts and events 
coverage by subscribing to our 
newsletters at orlandosentinel.
com/newsletters.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day in Orlando 
Events to celebrate, 
honor the holiday

A color guard marches in the 12th annual MLK  Jr. Parade in Apopka, presented by the South Apopka Ministerial 
Alliance, to honor Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy on the national holiday in 2021. JOE BURBANK/ORLANDO SENTINEL

By Matthew J. Palm 
Orlando Sentinel

Winter Park has a new tree — 
one designed to commemorate the 
sacrifices of those who brought our 
nation into being and remind us of 
our duty to keep their ideals alive.

A Liberty Tree, named for a 
historical gathering spot in colo-
nial Boston, was dedicated Friday 
morning in Winter Park’s Central 
Park, as Winter Park High musi-
cians played patriotic tunes and 
members of the school’s Junior 
ROTC program carried the Stars 
and Stripes.

The tree, an 18-foot-tall live 
oak at the park’s north end, and 
a commemorative marker were 
donated by the William P. Duval 
Chapter of the National Society of 
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution.

“Winter Park is proud to be a city 
of culture and heritage and, just as 
importantly, a city of trees,” said 
Winter Park Mayor Sheila DiCiccio 
at Friday’s ceremony. The Liberty 
Tree, she said, would be “a daily 
reminder of our country’s princi-
ples of courage, resistance, hope 
and freedom.” The Daughters of the 
American Revolution, a charitable 
service organization, is comprised 
of women who can document their 
genealogy back to a Revolutionary 
War soldier or other patriot of that 
era. The local chapter provided the 
tree as one of its events commemo-
rating the 250th anniversary of the 

signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on July 4, 1776.

Events presented by many orga-
nizations and municipalities are 
planned throughout Central Flor-
ida during this semiquincentennial 
year. The city of Winter Park has a 
full slate of art, music, literary and 
other cultural programs scheduled 
through July; see the full list at city-
ofwinterpark.org/america-250.

The original Liberty Tree was 
planted in Boston in the mid-17th 
century as part of an elm grove. By 
the 1760s, it had become a shady 
meeting place where the Sons 
of Liberty protested new taxes 
imposed by King George III, and 
the concept of a Liberty Tree spread 
to other colonial towns.

“A wonder of nature, a simple 
tree, became an American symbol 
of freedom,” said Ann Maner, chair 
of the Duval chapter’s “Amer-
ica 250!” events. When the hated 
Stamp Act, which placed a tax on 
nearly all printed documents, was 
overturned, Bostonians celebrated 
by hanging 150 lanterns on their 
Liberty Tree, Maner said. Winter 
Park’s tree pays homage to that, 
with 13 solar-powered lanterns in 
its branches to symbolize the orig-
inal 13 British colonies that formed 
the United States.

The tree was obtained from the 
city’s regular tree supplier and 
planted Jan. 8 to make sure it was 
established before the ceremony 
on Friday, a date picked because it’s 
also Florida’s Arbor Day.

April Douglas, regent of the 
Winter Park-based Duval chapter, 
said about $5,000 was spent on the 
project, with the money coming 
from fundraising and an America 
250 grant from the state of Flor-
ida. The engraved bronze marker, 
which honors the original Boston 
Liberty Tree and denotes that 
this tree was planted to honor the 
nation’s 250th birthday, cost $3,500 
alone, she said.

“May we dedicate ourselves 
anew to the freedoms we enjoy 
every day because of the courage 
and tenacity of the original patriots,” 
Douglas said in her address. “We are 
blessed to live in a community that 
values freedom.”

Boston’s Liberty Tree was a casu-
alty of war: In August 1775, colonists 
still loyal to the crown and British 
soldiers cut it down and burned it.

Douglas foresees a longer life 
for Central Park’s newest resident, 
branches rippling in the breeze on 
the sunny but cool morning. Live 
oaks are known to flourish for 
centuries. “This tree is a monument 
that lives, breathes and grows,” she 
said. “And we hope this tree will 
thrive for generations to come.”

Follow me at facebook.com/
matthew.j.palm or email me at 
mpalm@orlandosentinel.com. 
Find more entertainment news and 
reviews at orlandosentinel.com/
entertainment or sign up to receive 
our weekly emailed Entertainment 
newsletter.

Winter Park gets Liberty Tree for 
celebration of nation turning 250

Guests gather for a ceremony dedicating a Liberty Tree, foreground, at Central Park in Winter Park on Friday. 
Sponsored by the William P. Duval chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, the live oak 
sapling was planted to commemorate the nation’s 250th birthday. JOE BURBANK/ORLANDO SENTINEL

from the Orlando-local food 
scene, including Bruno Zacchini 
of Pizza Bruno and Eliot Hillis of 
Red Panda Noodle.

“My hope is that we can create 
little breadcrumbs for people 
that lead them into the Central 
Florida community,” Lewis said. 
“They might find a coffyn on the 
menu that takes them to a local 
restaurant they might not have 
explored.”

Six Ravens, says Lewis, is also a 
byproduct of the creativity within 
the Gideon’s team, now more than 
200 strong.

“They all come from these 
incredible restaurants and back-
grounds and have so much 
creativity and knowledge they 
don’t get to flex at Gideon’s,” 
he explained. “Six Ravens has 
allowed them to do what they’ve 
done best in the past. As the 
owner of a business, I feel like my 
greatest responsibility is to give 
creative and professional growth 
opportunities to my team … but 
Gideon’s is only 1,600 square feet 
between two stores. There’s only 
so far I can go.”

With Six Ravens, he said, 
they’ve been enjoying savory fun 
and look forward to more.

The coffyns, an ideal name for a 
universe with a Gothic aesthetic, 
enjoy 12th-century English 
etymology, but Six Ravens’ 
pastries will enjoy internation-
ally inspired fillings.

In the past, longtime friend 
Hillis has suggested collabs with 
Gideon’s, to which Lewis was 
receptive.

“So, I came up with a flavor and 
was like, ‘Are you ready to go?’ and 
he says, ‘Oh, we’d have to do two 
years of testing to release it.’”

Hillis laughs, wondrous at the 
scope of the Gideon’s machine.

“I was like, ‘I don’t even know if 
I’ll be alive in two years!’”

That said, it took closer to three 
to see Red Panda Noodle’s curried 
chicken salad pie coming close 
to fruition with Six Ravens. And 
Hillis is delighted to be here.

“We knew we wanted some-
thing that would stand out and 
that people could recognize as 
Red Panda,” he says, noting his 
admiration for Lewis’s ability to 
build worlds that connect with 
so many people, marveling that 
something of their might soon be 
on a menu at Disney.

“It’s wild,” he says. “It goes 
back and forth between a ‘home-
town boy does good’ kinda vibe 
and thinking about how many 
millions of people would see our 
names … there’s an amount of awe 
that goes with that.”

Amid the creation of new 
characters, like the otherworldly 
figure known as the Six Ravens, 
who “sometimes appears as the 
ravens and other times as a myste-
rious woman,” Lewis says, his 
greatest delight in the new project 
has been the collaborative part.

Along for the ride, art direc-
tor Michael Reyes, whose imag-
ery has helped craft the Gideon’s 
brand (he and Lewis have been 
collaborating since 2006), as well 
as Studio 407, which, in addition 
to its work designing themed 
attractions of all stripes, worked 
on the award-winning design 
of Gideon’s Bakehouse Disney 
Springs. Add to this compendium 
Lewis’s culinary team and local 
peers, and the simmering soup is 
nearly ready to serve.

“I’m excited to have an excuse 
to play with some of my favorite 
local creatives.”

As for his iconic, half-pound 
cookies, they’re staying right 
where they are, but Lewis prom-
ises other delights at Six Ravens, 
including some fan-favorite 
desserts that have been dropped 
at Gideon’s in the past.

Follow news about Six Ravens 
through the Gideon’s Bakehouse 
Instagram page (@gideonsbake-
house) or behind the scenes on IG 
at @six.ravens.

Find me on Facebook, TikTok, 
Twitter or Instagram @amydroo 
or on the OSFoodie Instagram 
account @orlando.foodie. Email: 
amthompson@orlandosentinel.
com, For more foodie fun, join 
the Let’s Eat, Orlando Facebook 
group.
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A sneak peek at the Six Ravens’ 
logo. COURTESY SIX RAVENS
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