
info & updates
April utility bill insert 
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Fuel costs impacted by extreme cold weather 
During the unusually low temperatures earlier this month, demand for electricity surged as 
heating systems worked much harder. To keep everyone warm and meet the demand, utilities 
across central Florida, including the City of Winter Park, had to purchase additional natural gas 
and diesel at significantly higher-than-normal prices. 

Thank you for your understanding and for being such an engaged, supportive community. Your 
partnership during the cold weather and every day helps keep our city strong, resilient, and 
connected. If you have any questions, please contact Utility Billing Customer Service at   
customer_service@cityofwinterpark.org or 407-599-3220. 

The fuel component of your bill is a direct 
pass through of the actual cost the city pays. 
The city maintains a fuel costs stabilization 
fund to help normalize rates in these events 
but because of this sudden spike in demand, 
the city spent $3.1 million more on fuel 
than we were able to recover in January 
and February. As a result, our fuel cost 
stabilization fund dropped from $2.3 million 
on December 31, 2025, to a projected –$0.8 
million by February 28, 2026. 

To rebuild this fund, a fuel cost adjustment 
will take effect on March 1, 2026. For a typical 
residential household using 1,000 kWh, this 

will mean an increase of about $21 per month.   
This increased fuel adjustment is expected to 
be in effect for nine months. 

The city acknowledges any increase in your 
monthly expenses matters. Please know this 
adjustment is required solely to cover the 
actual cost of fuel and nothing more. The 
city reviews fuel costs monthly, and if prices 
come down, the rate will lower accordingly. 
The goal of the policy is to recover only the 
fuel costs the city pays to its bulk power 
providers (currently Florida Municipal 
Power Agency and the Orlando Utilities 
Commission). 

Helpful tips to keep your yard beautiful & our lakes clean 

More information about the proper use of fertilizer can be found by 
accessing cityofwinterpark.org/lakes or City Ordinance 3180-20. 

■ Fertilizers containing nitrogen are permitted 
October 1 to May 31 each year AND it must 
contain at least 65% slow-release nitrogen. 

■ Fertilizers containing nitrogen or phosphorus 
shall NOT be applied from June 1 through 
September 30. 

■ Do not deposit fertilizer or grass clippings on 
streets, driveways or in storm drains. 

■ When using a broadcast spreader, it must 
have spray/deflector shields to keep fertilizers 
off of paved surfaces. 

■ Clean up any spills immediately. 
■ Keep fertilizer at least 25 feet from natural 

bodies of water. 

■ Limit each application to 1 pound total 
nitrogen per 1,000 square feet. 

■ Check weather forecasts before applying any 
outdoor pesticides, and refrain from using 
them if windy conditions exist, or if rain is 
expected within 24 to 48 hours. 

■ Choose phosphorus-free fertilizer. Florida 
soils hold phosphorus very well, and rarely 
need any to be added. 

■ Always follow the label directions when using 
any pesticide. 

■ Always dispose of unwanted pesticides at an 
approved household hazardous waste facility. 

https://cityofwinterpark.org/lakes
https://cityofwinterpark.org/events
mailto:customer_service@cityofwinterpark.org


» painting 

» acutely aware of 
the fusion of light 
and atmosphere, 
in addition to have 
shown works in a 
variety of subjects 
in various styles. 

» artists’ works 
are said to have 
the simple complexity which personifies 
his spirit. 

» exhibited extensively throughout the 
United States & represented in several 
museums, including prestigious collections 
domestically and abroad. 

ublic ar 
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CITY of WINTER PARK 

To view the city’s   
complete online Public   
Art Collection, please access   
cityofwinterpark.org/public-art 

Far Horizon 2018 by Richard Currier 

Pet Owner Reminders 
It is easy to think everyone loves our pets as 
much as we do, but if your pet is a dog and 
running off-leash in undesignated areas or 
you allow them to defecate on someone’s 
property, both are against city ordinances and 
very unfavorable to neighbors. 

please be kind & pick up what’s left behind 
As much as we love our pets, no one loves 
to accidentally step on or see the mess they 
have left behind. Not picking up after your pet 
is not only unsanitary, it is also in violation 
of city code [Chapter 18, Section 18-44]. As 
responsible pet owners, please be kind & pick 
up what’s left behind. 

leash or not to leash? 
When in public, dogs must be on leash at all 
times, unless you are visiting the off-leash 
area at Lake Baldwin Park (located at   
2000 S. Lakemont Ave.) or have approval 
for events where dogs are engaging in 
competitions, training, or performances which require 
dogs to be off leash [Chapter 18, Section 18-14]. All other 
areas that allow dogs require them to be on leash and 
under the handler’s control. 
To explore the complete animal ordinance, please access 
cityofwinterpark.org/government under About » Code 
of Ordinances & City Charter » Chapter 18 – Animals. 
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Saturday, May 23 
what America250 Memorial Day 

Flag Raising Ceremony 
when 10-11 a.m. 

where Winter Park City Hall 
401 S. Park Ave. 

info 407.599.3506 

Saturday, May 9 
what 33rd Run for the Trees 

& Celebrating Mother’s 
Earth Day 

when 7:30 a.m. & 8-11 a.m. 
where Ward Park @ 250 Perth Lane 

info trackshack.com/events/ 
run-for-the-trees-5k & 
407.599.3450 

https://cityofwinterpark.org/government
https://cityofwinterpark.org/public-art



