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NO PUBLIC INPUT WILL BE TAKEN AT THIS MEETING. 
 
 
 

1. Post Office discussion with Congressman Mica  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Work Session  
9 a.m. 

Monday, April 15, 2013 
Commission Chamber 

401 S. Park Avenue 
Winter Park, FL  32789 



 
 
 

 
subject 

 
Work session with Congressman Mica regarding future of post office property located on New York 
Avenue. 

 
motion | recommendation 

 
N/A 

 

background 
The City’s strategic plan includes the acquisition of the USPS property located on New York Avenue.  
Congressman Mica offered to meet with the City Commission in a work session format to discuss 
strategies for the acquisition and potential use of the property. 
 
Over the last several years the City conducted a “Plan the Possibilities” process and discussed 
various options for relocation or reuse of the USPS function and property.  Attached are several 
sketches prepared by ZHA that came out of those discussions. 
 
At one point the City had a contract that would have allowed the City to relocate or rebuild on site a 
new post office.  The City was unable to raise the funds necessary to accomplish the move and that 
agreement expired.   
 
Over the past two years the City has pursued a First Right of Refusal on the property.  Our 
Congressional Delegation through the assistance of our lobbyist sent a letter dated July 15, 2011 
urging the USPS to work with the City.  At the direction of the City Commission, staff and 
Commission Cooper met with representatives of the USPS to discuss the issue but on August 6, 
2012 the City received a letter rejecting our request for a First Right of Refusal. 
 
Throughout the process the USPS has maintained that it is happy with its current location and has 
no plans to move.  It has also stated that it prefers to keep the retail and distribution functions 
together at that location. 
 
The USPS property was rezoned on May 10, 2010 from C-2 to PR on the south half and to PQP on 
the north half of the property.  The Future Land Use Designation of CBD was changed to Open 
Space and Recreation on the south half and to Institutional on the north half of the property. 
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potential uses  

There have been several different proposed uses for the property discussed but no formal decision 
made by the Commission as to how it might be used.  In no particular order the following uses have 
been discussed: 
 
1) USPS retail only 
2) Parking 
3) Green space 
4) Civic space, such as a Library, performance stage, museum or city hall 
5) Various small scale commercial uses such as a restaurant 
6) Various combinations of the above 

 
There has been a general consensus that the north acre may serve a different function than the 
south acre, with parking or a parking garage being the most often discussed for the north acre. 
 
 

 
long-term impact 

 
Having the property under the City’s control would provide the City the opportunity to best utilize it 
in the way the community would want to see it used. 
 

 
Index to attachments 

Page 1              Layout of property with square footages 
Pages 2 – 9       Sketches of various layouts including a retail post office 
Pages 10 – 14   Previous cost analysis conducted 
Pages 15 – 18   Alternative post office locations 
Pages 19 – 22   2007 Appraisal of USPS property 
Pages 23 – 24   Letter from Congressional Delegation 
Pages 25 – 26   Letter outlining USPS disposition regulations 
Page 27            Letter denying City’s request to obtain first right of refusal            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

























































RESOLUTION NO. 2043-10 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WINTER PARK, 
FLORIDA SUPPORTING THE ACQUISITION OF THE 
PROPERTY CURRENTLY OWNED AND USED BY THE 
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF PUBLIC PARKLAND. 

WHEREAS, the United States Postal Service (USPS) currently owns the 
property located at 300 N. New York Avenue in Winter Park (the Property) and has been 
using said property since 1963 for both retail and distribution functions of the post office, 
and, 

WHEREAS, the Property is located within the heart of downtown Winter Park 
and is directly adjacent to the City's Central Park and upscale shopping district, and 

WHEREAS, the New York Avenue corridor adjacent to the Property is prime for 
economic redevelopment, and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of Winter Park has recognized that the 
distribution center located on the Property is neither appropriate nor compatible with 
Central Park, the upscale nature of the surrounding uses, or the desire to promote 
economic development downtown, and 

WHEREAS, alternative nearby local sites are readily available for the 
construction of a replacement Post Office and 

WHEREAS, as the city and surrounding region increases in intensity and density 
of land uses the need for added green space has grown substantially, and 

WHEREAS, parks are a priority of Winter Park and the city guarantees the 
citizens' a minimum of 10 acres of parkland per 1000 residents; and 

WHEREAS, there is a desire to have the Property become park land for the 
purpose of expanding Central Park for future generations of Winter Park residents and 
visitors. 

WHEREAS, the City of Winter Park desires the donation of the current Winter 
Park Post Office land from the Federal government, and guarantees it will not be sold for 
commercial purposes or financial gain, but will only be utilized for the public good; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Commission of the City of Winter ParK, 
Florida that: 

Section 1. The City Commission of the City of Winter Park hereby declares its intention 
that the Property located at 300 N. New York Avenue be converted to public parkland. 



___________ _ 

Section 2. The City Commission calls upon the USPS to work with the City of Winter 
Park to insure that the Property becomes park should it cease to be utilized as a post 
office. 

Section 3. The City Commission calls upon Winter Park Congressional Representatives 
to assist the City in acquiring the Property in order to stimulate economic development 
along the New York Avenue corridor and to provide an expansion of the much needed 
green space in this urban environment. 

Section 4. The City Commission commits to keep the Property as park land in 
perpetuity for the recreational use and enjoyment of current and future residents and 
visitors. 

Adopted at a regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Winter Park, 
Florida, held at City Hall, Winter Park, Florida on the 25th day of January 2010. 

Mayor Kenneth W. Bradley 

:t ~4t4t4~--Attest:_~.J-.. 
City Clerk Cynthia Bonham 
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