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Winter Park to bury power
lines along Fairbanks Ave.

Construction on
$16 million project
will begin Nov. 1

BY LiSA MARIA GARZA

Orlando Sentinel

The city of Winter Park is
teaming up with Duke Energy for
a yearlong project to bury trans-
mission lines that run along the
south side of Fairbanks Avenue
between Interstate 4 and Harper
Street.

Construction on the $16 mil-
lion project, funded by a Florida
Department of Transportation
grant, is slated to begin Nov.1and
will be done in five phases, start-
ing at Harper Street then moving
west.

A 30-foot-long, 14-foot-wide
tunnel jacking pit — used for mi-
crotunneling to put the lines
underground - will be installed
on Harper Street, requiring clo-
sure of the area between Com-
stock Avenue and Fairbanks Ave-
nue until mid-February.

Dan D’Alessandro, director of
the city’s Electric Utility Depart-
ment, said the underground lines
will be less vulnerable to external
hazards than the existing poles.

“They’re exposed to any ob-
ject, like a tree, wind, if a car hits a
pole, and the lines fall,” D’Ales-
sandro said.

After Hurricane Irma, about
9,000 customers in Winter Park
were without power — a situation
officials are hoping to avoid in the
future as more areas are con-
verted to an underground system.

About half of Winter Park’s
power lines are already under-
ground and the city has commit-
ted to spending $3.5 million an-
nually until all lines are buried by
2026.

The poles on Fairbanks Ave-
nue carry power lines operated
by Duke Energy and cable and
telephone lines owned by other
companies, which is why FDOT
is funding the project, D’Alessan-
dro said.

Although underground out-
ages are rare, they are difficult to
locate because crews have to dig
up the ground instead of restring-
ing overhead wires. Only one of
the power disruptions in Winter
Park after Irma was caused by
damage to part of the under-
ground system.

“When it does happen, it takes

longer to restore but not signifi-
cantly longer the way we de-
signed it,” D’Alessandro said.

Most of the construction on
Fairbanks will happen overnight
but front entrances to some busi-
nesses will not be accessible dur-
ing the day, traffic will shift and
pedestrians won’t be able to use
the sidewalks while crews are
working,

To help mitigate traffic prob-
lems, the middle lane on Fair-
banks Avenue, currently used as a
left-turn lane, will be changed
into an eastbound travel lane.

For updated information
about the project, visit www.city
ofwinterpark.org/fairbanks
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