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INTRODUCTION  
 
Section 163.3177(6)(i)2, Florida Statutes (Chapter 2021-195, Laws of Florida), requires a local 
government to adopt and include the property rights element in its comprehensive plan for any 
proposed plan amendment initiated after July 1, 2021. A proposed comprehensive plan 
amendment is initiated on the date the amendment is first considered at a public hearing, as 
outlined in Section 163.3174(4), Florida Statutes, held by the local planning agency. 
 
If the local government's local planning agency conducted a hearing on a comprehensive plan 
amendment on or before July 1, 2021, the local government may complete the adoption process 
for that comprehensive plan amendment package in accordance with the process set forth in 
Chapter 163, Florida Statutes. If the comprehensive plan amendment had been first considered 
at a local planning agency's hearing on or after July 2, 2021, then Section 163.3177(6)(i), Florida 
Statutes, requires the local government to also adopt the property rights element into its 
comprehensive plan on the date of adoption of that next proposed amendment. 
 
As listed in Section 163.3177(6)(i), Florida Statutes, a local government may adopt its own 
property rights element or use the following statement of rights: 
 
The following rights shall be considered in local decision making: 

• The right of a property owner to physically possess and control his or her interests in the 
property, including easements, leases, or mineral rights. 

• The right of a property owner to use, maintain, develop, and improve his or her property 
for personal use or for the use of any other person, subject to state law and local 
ordinances. 

• The right of the property owner to privacy and to exclude others from the property to 
protect the owner's possessions and property. 

• The right of a property owner to dispose of his or her property through sale or gift. 
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