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Architectural and Historic Resources Survey  
May 2001 (Additional demolitions between 2001 and 2013 have been added)  

 

An architectural survey, survey update, and National Register evaluation were 

conducted in the City of Winter Park, Orange County, Florid a. The Winter Park 

survey project was conducted by GAI Consultants-Southeast (GAI) of Orlando, 

between 1 September 2000 and 30 April 2001, for the Winter Park Planning and 

Community Development Department (PCDD). The Winter Park City 

Commission and a matching Historic Preservation Grant from the Florida 

Department of State-Division of Historical Resources funded the survey project. 

The project area included the entire 8.5ðsquare miles of the City of Winter Park.  

 

The Winter Park architectural survey and Nat ional Register evaluation consisted 

of five tasks: 

 

 GAI communicated regularly with the PCDD staff on the 

methodology and findings of the survey and met with local historic 

preservation groups and the City of Winter Park Commission.  

 

 The 405 historic r esources surveyed during a 1986 architectural 

survey of Winter Park by Florida Preservation Services (FPS) were 

revisited, photographed, and their present condition and appearance 

noted. 

 

 An additional 245 historic resources in Winter Park over 50 years 

old were surveyed, photographed, mapped, and documented on 

Florida Master Site File (MSF) Forms.  

 The historic context written by FPS in 1986 was updated and 

revised to include important themes in Winter Parkõs history from 

the 1930-1950 period.  

 Based on the historic context, site -specific research, and the 

National Register Criteria, GAI evaluated the 650 surveyed historic 

resources for eligibility for individual listing in the National 

Register of Historic Places (National Register) and as potential local 

landmarks. GAI also developed boundaries for 9 potential historic 

districts in Winter Park that are eligible for listing in the National 

Register. 

 

Recommendations of GAIõs survey, survey update, and National Register 

evaluation of Winter Park historic  resources include the following: 
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    The City of Winter Park should enact a historic preservation 

ordinance, with provisions for establishing a Historic Preservation 

Commission (HPC). The HPC should be empowered to nominate 

individual historic resources and historic districts as local and/or 

national historic landmarks, as well as to conduct additional 

architectural surveys as required. 

 

 The 136 historic resources in Winter Park listed in Table 3 (Section 

9) should be nominated for individual listing i n the National 

Register (Eight already are listed in the National Register). 

 The 9 historic districts in Winter Park listed in Table 4 (Section 9 

)should be nominated to the National Register. These include the 

Rollins College, Park Avenue, Osceola Avenue, Virginia Heights, 

College Quarter, Westside/Hannibal Square, Interlachen Avenue, 

Palmer Avenue and Golfview Terrace Historic Districts.  

 A thematic National Register nomination: òThe Residential 

Architecture of James Gamble Rogers in Winter Parkó should be 

written for the known residential commissions of architect James 

Gamble Rogers in Winter Park.  

 The City of Winter Park should designate the 136 individual 

historic resources in Winter Park listed in Table 3 (Section 9) as 

local historic landmarks.  

 The City of Winter Park should designate the 9 historic districts in 

Winter Park listed in Table 4 (Section 9) as local historic districts. 

These include the Rollins College, Park Avenue, Osceola Avenue, 

Virginia Heights, College Quarter, Westside/Hanniba l Square, 

Interlachen Avenue, Palmer Avenue and Golfview Terrace Historic 

Districts.  

 The City of Winter Park should develop and implement 

architectural design guidelines for rehabilitation and new 

construction within one or more of its designated histori c districts 

and for the rehabilitation of individual historic landmarks. The 

guidelines should also include provisions regulating the demolition 

and removal of individual historic landmarks and contributing 

landmarks in historic districts.  

 The City of Wi nter Park should seek designation as a Certified 

Local Government (CLG). CLG status will entitle the city to receive 

funding for future historic preservation activities.  
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SECTION   2  

Introduction and 

Project  Location 
 

INTRODUCTION  

In April 2000, the City of Winter Park Department of Planning and Community 

Development received a Historic Preservation Grant from th e Florida 

Department of State-Division of Historical Resources (DHR) to conduct a re -

survey and survey of historic resources and a National Register evaluation of 

historic resources in the City of Winter Park. This survey is intended to provide 

recommendations leading to possible designation of individual buildings and 

historic districts as national and/or local historic landmarks. The City of Winter 

Park awarded the contract for the Winter Park architectural survey to GAI 

Consultants-Southeast, an architectural and engineering firm headquartered in 

Orlando, Florida.  

 

PROJECT LOCATION  

The Architectural Survey and National Register evaluation of historic resources in 

the City of Winter Park was conducted entirely within the corporate limits of the 

City of Wi nter Park, in Orange County, Florida. Winter Park and Orange County 

are located in central Florida. The City of Winter Park is bounded on the south by 

the City of Orlando, on the east 

by Orange County, on the north 

by Seminole County and the 

City of Maitla nd, and on the 

west by Eatonville and Interstate 

4 (Figure 1).  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Project Location 
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GEOGRAPHIC OVERVIEW  

Winter Park is located approximately 92 feet above sea level. Most of Winter 

Parkõs topography is level, although there are sinkholes located on the west side of 

the city. 

Winter Parkõs distinguishing feature, and one of its enduring attractions, is the 

multiplicity of natural lakes within its borders. The most important of these lakes 

include Lakes Maitland, Virginia, Sue, Berry , Osceola, Spier, Sylvan, and 

Knowles. Narrow canals connect Lakes Maitland, Virginia, Osceola, and Berry.  

From an early date, many of Winter Parkõs largest estates have been built along 

the lakefronts. 

 

Several modern transportation routes serve Winter Park. The tracks of the CSX 

(formerly Atlantic Coast Line) Railroad bisect the city and provide regular 

passenger train service to Winter Park. The railroad line runs in a generally north -

south direction, but makes a decided curve as it passes through the center of 

Winter Park. Major highways in the Winter Park area include Interstate 4, as well 

as US Route 17/92, and County Routes 426, 436 and 527.  
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SECTION  3   
Previous Survey and Registration in 

the City of Winter Park 
 

PREVIOUS CULTURAL RESOURCE SURV EYS IN WINTER PARK 

Winter Park has been the subject of several architectural and historical studies. 

Between 1977 and 1980, the Junior League of Orlando-Winter Park undertook a 

survey of Winter Park historic landmarks under the guidance of the Department 

of State-Division of Historical Resources (DHR). The Junior League survey 

resulted in òHistoric Winter Park: A Driving Touró published in 1980. This 

guidebook includes a short historical and architectural description of 40 selected 

sites, as well as a location map. 

 

In 1986, the City of Winter Park received a Historic Preservation Grant -in-Aid 

from the DHR to conduct a historic architectural survey of the entire city. The 

City hired Florida Preservation Services (FPS) to conduct the survey, research 

and writ e the historic context for Winter Park between 1850 and 1930, and 

provide recommendations for individual landmarks and potential historic 

districts. FPS completed Florida Master Site File (MSF) forms for 405 historic 

resources in Winter Park. The original MSF forms are held at the Winter Park 

Public Library and at the DHR archives in Tallahassee. The results and findings 

of the survey are presented in Part I -City of Winter Park Historical and Architectural 

Survey and Part II -City of Winter Park Historic Preservation Plan (Florida 

Preservation Services 1986). 

 

In 1995, Patrick MacLane and Debra Alderson completed an intensive study of 

the residential architecture of Winter Park architect James Gamble Rogers II 

(1901-1990). The results of this study are contained in James Gamble Rogers: 

Residential Architecture in Winter Park, Florida, published in 1995. The work 

includes an intensive examination of ten of Rogersõ residential commissions, a list 

of Rogersõ known residential commissions, and a location map. 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER -LISTED PROPERTIES IN WINTER PARK 

Eight historic resources in Winter Park are listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places (National Register). These National Register-listed properties were 

field-checked during GAIõs 2000-2001 survey and any changes to their 

appearance or condition were noted and photographed as necessary. Each 

National Register-listed property in Winter Park is described below, along with its 
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MSF file number, the street address, a short historical and architectural 

description, and the date the property was listed in the National Register: 

 Comstock-Harris House (Eastbank)(OR-470), 724 Bonita Drive.  This 

large 2 ½-story frame Shingle Style residence was 

built in 1871 and remodeled in 1883. The Comstock 

House was listed in the National Register on 

December 15, 1982, under Criterion B, for its 

association with William C. Comstock, one of the 

Winter Parkõs earliest settlers, and under Criterion C 

as an excellent example of Shingle Style architecture 

in the Orlando -Winter  Park area (Appendix A). 

 

Plate 1.  Comstock-Harris House (Eastbank), 
724 Bonita Drive 

 

 

 Edward Hill Brewer House (òThe Palmsó)(OR-

252), 240 Trismen Terrace.  The Edward Hill Brewer 

House is a 2 ½-story house originally built in 1899 

and remodeled in the Colonial Revival Style by the 

Peterson Bros. firm of Orlando in 1924. The Edward 

Hill Brewer House was listed in the National 

Register on April 22, 1982, under Criterion C as an 

excellent example of the Colonial Revival Style in 

Winter Park (Appendix B).  

Plate 2.  Edward Hill Brewer House, 240 
Trismen Terrace 

 

 

 

 Knowles Memorial Chapel (OR-8147), 1000 Holt Avenue.  The Knowles 

Memorial Chapel is a 2-story, stuccoed, Spanish 

Renaissance Revival-style chapel with a 5-story 

campanile at the south corner. The chapel stands on 

the grounds of the Rollins College campus. Well-

known Boston church architect Ralph Adams Cram 

designed the Knowles Memorial Chapel in 1932.  

The Knowles Memorial Chapel was listed in the 

National Register on December 8, 1997, under 

Crit erion C as an example of the work of Ralph 

Adams Cram (Appendix C). 

 Plate 3.  Knowles Memorial Chapel, 
1000 Holt Avenue  
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 Annie Russell Theatre (OR-8148), 2 Chase Avenue.  The Annie Russell Theatre is 

a 3-story, tile -brick-and-stucco, Italian Romanesque Revival-style theatre building 

housing an auditorium and stage. It was built in 1932 to the design of Miami architect 

Richard Kiehnel, one of 32 buildings designed by his firm for Rollins College. The Annie 

Russell Theatre was listed in the National Register on 

July 15, 1998, under Criterion B for its association 

with the English stage actress Annie Russell and 

under Criterion C as an example of the work of 

Richard Kiehnel (Appendix D).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 4.  Annie Russell Theatre,  
2 Chase Avenue 

 

 Womanõs Club of Winter Park Club House (OR -4251), 419 Interlachen 

Avenue. The Womanõs Club of Winter Park Club House is a one-story, stuccoed 

masonry, Neo-Classical Revival-style building 

consisting of a central section flanked by gable-roofed 

pavilions. The buildi ng dates from 1921 and was 

designed by New York architect L. Percival Hutton.  

The Womanõs Club of Winter Park Club House was 

listed in the National Register on May 4, 1995, 

under Criterion A as the first social club house built 

in Winter Park. It was also  listed under Criterion C 

as an example of Neo-Classical Revival architecture 

(Appendix E). 

 

Plate 5.  Womanõs Club of Winter Park Club 
House, 419 Interlachen Avenue 

 

 

 Winter Park Country Club and Golf Course (OR -

4307 and ð4308), 761 Old England Avenue.  The 40-acre, 

9-hole, Winter Park Country Club golf course was laid out 

in 1914 by golfer Dow George. The small one-story 

Craftsman Style Club House dates from 1914 and was 

altered in 1937. Also on the property is a starterõs house 

built in 1925. The count ry club and golf course were 

listed in the National Register on September 17, 1999, 

under Criterion A for their association with the growth of 

social groups in early-20
th

 century Winter Park (Appendix 
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F). 

Plate 6.  Winter Park Country Club and Golf 
C
o
u
r
s
e
,
 
7
6
1
 
O

ld England Avenue 

 All Saints Episcopal Church (OR -1647), 338 East Lyman Avenue.   All Saints Episcopal 

Church is a one-story, stuccoed, Late Gothic Revival-style church built on a cruciform plan. The 

church dates from 1941-1942 and was designed by the well-known Boston church architect 

Ralph Adams Cram. In fact, it is the last known church designed by Cram, who died in 1942. 

The stained glass windows are from the Willet Studio in Philadelphia. All Saints Episcopal 

Church was listed in the National R egister on January 7, 2000 under Criterion C for its 

association with the architect Ralph Adams Cram (Appendix G). 

 

 

Plate 7.  All Saints Episcopal Church, 338 East 
Lyman Avenue 

 

 

 Alban Polasek House and Museum (OR-9136), 633 Osceola Avenue. The Alban 

Polasek House and Museum is a large 1-story, masonry 

vernacular building complex comprising living quarters, 

two studios, a museum, a chapel, and landscaped gardens. 

Architectural details were derived from Moravian folk 

architecture of the ownerõs birthplace. The buildings date 

from between 1949 and 1961 and were the home and 

studio of prominent sculptor and Winter Park resident 

Alban Polasek. The Alban Polasek House and Museum 

was listed in the National Register under Criterion B as 

the home and studio of the sculptor Alban Polasek 

(Appendix H).  

Plate 8.  Alban Polasek House and Museum, 633 
Osceola Avenue 
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SECTION 4   
Survey Methodology 

 

The architectural re-survey, survey, and National Register evaluation of historic 

resources in Winter Park consisted of five major tasks: 

 

1 Meetings  

2 Background research  

3 Field survey and data entry  

4 Evaluation of the study area for National Register eligibility of 

individual buildings and historic districts  

5 Presentation of findings  

 

MEETINGS  

Five meetings were held in connection with the architectural survey and National 

Register evaluation of Winter Park historic resources. On 15 September 2000, 

GAI Architectural Historian Geoffrey Henry met with Grants Coordinator 

Lindsey Hayes to discuss the scope of work and methodology of the proposed 

survey. Mr. Henry and Ms. Hayes met again on 10 October 2000 to go over 

initial findings of the survey. On 7 November 2000, Mr. Henry met with 

members of the Winter Park Historic Preservation Landmark Committee to 

review initial recommendations of landmark status and preliminary boundaries 

for historic districts. He also met with the Winter Park Historical Resources task 

force on 23 March 2001 to review the survey findings. Finally Mr. Henry 

presented the survey findings and recommendations to the City of Winter Park 

Commission on 9 April 2000.  

 

BACKGROUND RESEARCH  

Research was conducted on the general history and development of Winter Park. 

This included research on previously surveyed historic resources, as well as 

resources identified during the 2000-2001 survey.   As part of the update of the 

Winter Park historic context, GAI also conducted research on Winter Park history 

from the 1930 -1950 period.  

 

Background research for the Winter Park architectural survey was conducted at 

research facilities in Winter Park, Orlando, and Washington D.C. Research on the 

history of Winter Park was conducted at the Winter Park Public Library and the 

Winter Park Historical Association Museum, both in Winter Park and at the 
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Orange County History Museum and A rchives in Orlando. Research sources 

included published histories of Winter Park and Orange County, historic post 

cards and photographs, transcripts of oral histories, newspapers and periodicals, 

and early promotional brochures for Winter Park. GAI also re viewed the historic 

context and survey findings of the 1986 FPS architectural survey of Winter Park.  

 

National Register nomination forms for the eight National Register -listed 

resources in Winter Park were copied at the National Register office in 

Washington, D.C. GAI copied Sanborn insurance maps of Winter Park between 

1894 and 1937 at the Library of Congress -Geography and Maps Division, also in 

Washington, D.C.  Limited U. S. Census population research was conducted at 

the National Archives. 

 

FIELD SURVEY  AND DATA ENTRY 

The field survey component of this project consisted of two phases. The 405 

historic resources located within the City of Winter Park recorded during the 

1986 FPS architectural survey were revisited during September-November 2000.  

Architectural and historical information on these resources was updated as 

needed. GAI noted any changes, demolitions, or alterations to the resources on 

the property. Any major changes to the historic resources also were photographed. 

Previously surveyed historic resources are listed in Section 7 of this report. 

 

An additional 245 historic resources not previously recorded were surveyed 

during October and November 2000.  These resources, including the main 

building and contributing outbuildings on each property, w ere photographed and 

recorded on Florida Master Site File (MSF) field forms. All photographs were 

processed and labeled according to DHR standards. Historic resources surveyed 

by GAI in 2000 -2001 are listed in Section 8 of this report.  

 

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION  

GAI evaluated the previously surveyed and newly surveyed Winter Park historic 

resources against both the National Register Criteria and the National Register 

standards for integrity (Appendix I). The revised historic context for Winter Park, 

writ ten as a part of this project, also was used to assess the significance of 

individual buildings and potential historic districts.  Historic resources 

recommended for listing in the National Register and as local historic landmarks 

are listed in Section 9 of this report. The boundaries for these proposed districts 

are in Appendix J. 
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PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS  

This final report constitutes the written presentation of findings.  GAI presented 

the survey findings at an April 9, 2001 public meeting before the Win ter Park 

City Commission.  

 

SECTION  5             

Historical Overview of the 

City of Winter Park 

 

INTRODUCTION  

This historical overview provides a context against which the significance of the 

historic architectural resources in the City of Winter Park ca n be evaluated, both 

individually and collectively as potential historic districts or thematically grouped 

resources. The historic context is based on published histories, National Register 

nominations, and previous architectural/historical studies of Wint er Park and 

Orange County.  Historic maps and atlases of the area, individual building and 

property histories, and interviews with property owners and local historians have 

supplemented this information.  

 

Individual architectural resources in Winter Park a re referenced throughout the 

historic context in order to establish their significance. Each resource is identified 

by its historic name and its Florida Master Site File ID Number; e.g., Winter Park 

Country Club and Golf Course (OR -4307). Individual resour ces significant under 

more than one time period may be referenced more than once in the text. 

 

The historical overview of Winter Park is organized according to the following 

time periods, corresponding to important dates in Winter Parkõs history. 

 

 Colonial to Post-Reconstruction Period (1565-1881)  

 Founding of Winter Park and Rollins College (1881-1904)  

 Growth of Winter Park and Rollins College (1904-1930)  

 Great Depression to Post World War II (1930-1950)  

 

COLONIAL TO POST-RECONSTRUCTION PERIOD (1565-1880) 

Present-day Winter Park and Orange County were part of the Florida territory 

controlled by Spain between 1565 and 1763.  After 1763, Florida came under 

British control. Most settlement occurred along the coastal Florida in the form of 
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large land holdings and plantations (Cutler 1923: 3).  Florida reverted to the 

Spanish between 1784 and 1821, who continued to encourage large land 

holdings. In 1821 Florida became a United States 

Territory, after its purchase from Spain.  It became the 27
th

 state in 1845.  

Settlement in central Florida in the 19
th

 century was hampered by a lack of 

reliable transportation 

routes and repeated Indian uprisings. Following the Second Seminole Indian War 

(1835-1842), the Seminole tribe was forcibly relocated to lands west of the 

Mississippi, opening up the Florida interior for settlement (Cutler 1923: 43). 

Even so, central Florida remained a sparsely settled wilderness for much of the 

1850s and 1860s. 

 

The first permanent white settler in the Winter Park area was David Mizel l, who 

bought eight acres between Lakes Virginia, Mizell, and Berry in 1858 (McDowell 

1950: 9). He and other Mizell family members formed the nucleus of a small 

settlement called Lakeview. This settlement was located east of the present 

downtown section of Winter Park and north of Aloma Avenue (McDowell 1950: 

10). In 1870 the village was renamed Osceola, with a post office located in the 

home/store of Colonel E.B. Livingston. Most of Osceolaõs early settlers derived 

their living from farming and lumbering ( FPS 1986: 11). Early settlers included 

J.B. Geer, W. Phelps, M. Marks, and J.C. Stovin (McDowell 1950: 14).  

 

Development was sporadic in the Lakeview/Osceola area in the 1870s. Several 

settlers bought 10- and 15-acre lots along the lakefronts and erected simple frame 

residences. In 1875, John Coiner opened a sawmill on the bank of Lake Virginia, 

one of the first industries in the area (McDowell 1950: 13). Most residents of 

Osceola during the 1870s continued to derive their livelihood from farming. 

òGwynnõs Survey of Lakeview,ó dated 1876, showed settlement along the east 

side of Lake Osceola, and south of Sylvan Lake, along with several potato and 

cornfields, as well as orange groves (McDowell 1950: 15). 

 

Transportation played a key role in the opening up of central Florida to sustained 

development during the 1870s. Before the Civil War, goods and people traveled 

through the region over primitive roads or by river. In 1879, the Lake Monroe & 

Orlando Railroad was formed to build a railroad line between Sanfor d and Tampa 

(FPS 1986: 12). Later that year the lineõs name was changed to the South 

Florida Railroad. In 1880 daily freight and passenger service was begun between 

Sanford and Orlando (McDowell 1950: 15).  

 

FOUNDING OF WINTER PARK AND ROLLINS COLLEGE 

(1881-1904) 

The building of the South Florida Railroad line in 1879 -1880 stimulated real 

estate investment along its entire route, including the Lakeview/Osceola area. In 
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1881, Loring Chase, a real estate investor from Chicago, and his friend Oliver 

Chapman, purchased and consolidated several undeveloped properties totaling 

600 acres for $13,000 between Lake Maitland and Lake Virginia for the purpose 

of developing a new town along the railroad line (McDowell 1950: 20). Both 

Chapman and Chase were natives of New Hampshire and had been attracted to 

central Florida for health reasons (Campen 1987: 13).  

 

In late 1881, Chapman and Chase paid Samuel A. Robinson for òsurveying, 

platting, and mapping . . . a tract of 600 acres near Osceola Stationó (McDowell 

1950: 20). T his town was located west of the original Lakeview/Osceola 

settlement, on either side of the newly completed South Florida Railroad line. 

The new town, named Winter Park by the developers, was from the start a 

planned community and included a business district, a central park, a system of 

rectilinear and curved streets, and several large lots reserved for churches, schools, 

and a resort hotel. In 1881 , the South Florida Journal wrote approvingly: òthe 

town was most advantageously platted for artistic beauty and convenience.ó 

(McDowell 1950: 21).  

 

Appropriately, the first building in Winter Park was the railroad depot, a one -

story frame building which was opened with a small civic celebration on March 

18, 1882 (McDowell 1950: 20). The importance of the railro ad to Winter Parkõs 

development is illustrated by its prominent location in the center of the town. 

The Chapman and Chase Street plan and layout for Winter Park has persisted to 

this day, with the majority of its most historic residences, churches, businesses 

and Central Park still concentrated within the original 1881 subdivision (Figures 

2 and 3). 

 



 

 
16  Winter Park Architectural Survey   
  Winter Park Report   June 25, 2013 

Figure 2.  City of Winter Park, 1884.    Source:Winter Park  Florida (1884) 

 

Winter Parkõs first hotel, the Rogers House, opened on Morse Boulevard on April 

8, 1882, only one month after the railroad station, with Chapman and Chase and 

their families among the first registered guests (McDowell 1950: 23). The first of 

Winter Parkõs famed resort hotels, this three-story frame building was enlarged in 

the French Second Empire style in 1886 (Campen 1987: 15). Renamed the 

Seminole Inn in 1904, it was renamed the Virginia Inn in 1912. The hotel was 

torn down in 1966 (Junior League 1980: 26).  
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Figure 3.  Modern (1998) Street Map of Winter Park. 

 

Note that the origina l Chapman and Chase Subdivision is bounded roughly by Webster Avenue on the north, 

Lake Osceola on the east, Garden Avenue on the south, and by Lake Killarney on the west.  Source:  Sprint 

Publishing and Advertising, Inc. 1998.  

 

As one local historian has put it, Winter Park was all about òhealth and wealth.ó 

Chapman and Chase aggressively marketed their new development to well-to-do 

Northerners seeking a healthful and warm climate. President Chester A. Arthur 

visited Winter Park in 1883 at the invitation o f resident Judge Lewis Lawrence. 

Land in Winter Park was quickly purchased in the early 1880s by a number of 

wealthy Mid-Westerners and New Englanders who were destined to play 

prominent roles in the townõs growth and development for the next thirty years. 

Among these were Charles H. Morse and Franklin Fairbanks from Chicago, 

William C. Comstock from Illinois, Peleg Peckham from St. Louis, Frederick 

Lyman of Connecticut, and Francis B. Knowles of Massachusetts (Campen 1987: 

14-28). 

 

By 1885, there were 63 homes in Winter Park (McDowell 1950: 28).  

Fortunately, Winter Park still retains about one -quarter of the founding residentõs 

homes.  These houses are significant both architecturally and historically for their 
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association with the early settlement and development period in Winter Park 

between the late 1870s and the early 1900s.  Most are eligible for individual 

listing in the National Register and as local historic landmarks (see Section 9). 

 

The most significant of these early houses is the Comstock-Harr is House 

(Eastbank) (OR-470), at 724 Bonita Drive. Begun in 

1871 and completed in 1883 as the home of early 

settler William C. Comstock, Eastbank is a 

significant example of the Shingle Style in Winter 

Park, a style more commonly associated with coastal 

communities in New England and New York. 

Eastbankõs architect is not known, although a Mr. 

R.R. Thayer is credited as the builder (Weaver 1982: 

8.1). Eastbank is listed in the National Register.  

 

Plate 9.  Comstock-Harris House (Eastbank).  
Source:  Winter Park, Florida (1884) 

 

Most of Winter Parkõs other early houses, often referred to as òcottages,ó did not 

possess the architectural sophistication of Eastbank. 

Many were executed in vernacular versions of the 

Queen Anne, Italianate, and Stick Styles. The Geer 

Cottage (OR-378) at 155 Brewer Place is an example 

of a well-preserved, two-story, Stick Style frame 

cottage. Typical of the style, the house features 

decorative jig-sawn ornamentation under the eaves 

and above the windows. It was built in the late 1870 s 

by Dr. J. B. Geer, one of Winter Parkõs first settlers 

(Campen 1987: 78).  

Plate 10.  Geer Cottage, 155 Brewer Place 

 

 

Other important early houses in Winter Park include Weatogue (OR-223) (701 

Via Bella), the Dr. Nathan Barrows House (OR -220) (421 Genius Drive), the 

Lawrence-Chubb House (OR-233), (1300 Summerland Avenue), the Peleg 

Peckham House (OR-358), (552 Osceola Avenue), Ward Cottage (OR-221) (621 

Osceola Avenue), the McCallum House (OR-226) (1554 Harris Circle), the 

Capen House (OR-247) (540 Interl achen Avenue) and Bonnie Burn (OR -248), 

(314 Salvador Square). All were built in the early to mid 1880s by some of 

Winter Parkõs first landholders. Weatogue is typical and is a two-story frame house 

(since stuccoed) with a shallow-pitched gable roof. Built  in 1883 by Boston 

pharmacist William A. Guild, the house also served as a boarding house for winter 

visitors to the town (Campen 1987: 80).  
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Several Winter Park buildings are associated with Francis B. Knowles, one of the 

most prominent original Winter P ark investors and an early benefactor of Rollins 

College. Knowlesõ house, Osceola Lodge (OR-219) 

at 231 Interlachen Avenue, was built ca. 1888 on a 

site overlooking Lake Osceola to the east. The 

house was remodeled in 1904 by Charles Hosmer 

Morse in the Ar ts and Crafts Style. The Charles 

Hosmer Morse Foundation currently owns Osceola 

Lodge. Two small two-story, gable-roofed frame 

houses, (OR-222 and OR-686) probably built as 

investments by Knowles, date from the late 1880s. 

They are both located on Knowles Avenue. 

Plate 11.  Osceola Lodge, 231 Interlachen Avenues 

 

The William C. Temple Cottage (OR -228) is a small, two-story, gable-roofed 

vernacular frame cottage located at 1700 Alabama Drive. Built in 1878, the 

house was moved in about 1922 to accommodate the building of the Alabama 

Hotel. It is significant for its association with William C. Temple, a prominent 

citrus grower and former Mayor of Winter Park for whom the Temple Orange was 

named (Campen 1987:42). 

 

By 1885, Winter Parkõs population had reached 600 (McDowell 1950: 27). In 

that year, Oliver Chapman sold his land interest to Loring Chase, who 

reorganized the partnership and named it the Winter Park Company. This land 

development company was backed by many of Winter Parkõs first residents, 

including Fairbanks, Peckham, Lyman, and Knowles. Knowles later bought out 

Chaseõs interests, becoming the companyõs largest stockholder and thus Winter 

Parkõs largest landowner. One of the companyõs first undertakings was the 

construction of the large French Second Empire-style Seminole Hotel, which 

operated until 1902 (Campen 1987: 31).  

 

The influx of so many New England natives to central Florida in the early years 

brought with it the establishment of several Congregationalist churches. Winter 

Parkõs First Congregational Church was completed in 1884-1885 and was a small 

frame church designed in a hybrid of the Gothic Revival and Stick Styles 

(Campen 1987: 70). It featured a shingled corner tower with an open belfry.  

 

The strong influence of the Congregational Chur ch in Winter Park led directly to 

one of the most important events in the townõs history--the founding of Rollins 

College in 1885. As early as 1884, the Rev. E. P. Hooker preached a sermon in 

Winter Park urging the establishment of a Congregational College in Winter Park 

(McDowell 1950: 26). Eventually, Winter Park defeated several other central 

Florida communities in the competition to host the new college.  
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One Winter Park resident, Alonzo Rollins of Maine, pledged nearly half of the 

$114,000 raised by Winter Park residents to lure the new college to Winter Park. 

The college, which opened on November 4, 1885, was named in his honor 

(Campen 1987: 26). Rollins Collegeõs first Board of Trustees drew heavily from 

the ranks of the Winter Park Company, 

indicat ing the keen interest of Winter Park 

residents in the collegeõs success. Prominent 

among them was Francis B. Knowles who 

personally financed the construction of two 

of the collegeõs first buildings. Since its 

founding in 1885, Rollins College has 

played a primary role in the educational, 

cultural, and economic life of Winter Park, 

drawing important financial support form 

Winter Park residents.  

Plate 12.  View of Rollins  College Campus, ca. 1898.  
Source: Eva Bacon Collection, Winter Park Library 

 

The site for the new college was an attractive parcel located on the north shore of 

Lake Virginia. Naturally, the founders of Rollins College turned to a New 

England architect to design the collegeõs academic and dormitory buildings. 

George D. Rand, a Boston architect who had previously designed the additions to 

the Seminole Hotel in Winter Park, was retained to design Knowles Hall 

(Campen 1987: 26). Completed in 1886, the Shingle Style Knowles Hall 

building featured a circular tower and several inset porches. It burned in 1909.  

 

Knowles Hall was followed in quick succession by Pinehurst and Lakeside Halls, 

a gymnasium, and a dining hall.  These buildings were laid out in a semicircular 

arrangement around a central green or horseshoe. Cloverleaf, the womanõs 

dormit ory was completed in 1890 to the design of a local builder who was the son 

of mathematics instructor Nathan Barrows (Campen 1987: 30).  

 

 

The firm of McGuire & McDonald of St. Augustine received the contract to build 

Pinehurst, which originally contained the 

Presidentõs rooms, classrooms, and the college 

library. Pinehurst (OR-238) completed in 1886, is 

the last remaining of the original Rollins College 

buildings. This two -story, Shingle Style frame 

building is part of a potential Rollins College 

Historic District  and is also individually significant 

as the oldest remaining building on the Rollins 

College campus. 

 

Plate 13.  Pinehurst, Rollins College Campus 






































































































