
City of Winter Park  

Vacant Storefront Program Guidelines 
 

 
 
Program Description: 
The Vacant Storefront Program is established as a mitigation strategy to offset 
commercial vacancies and promote vibrancy through the city’s downtown 
commercial corridor. Its intent is to transform dark stores and empty windows into 
opportunities for economic enhancement by encouraging illuminated storefronts 
and artistic partnership. Successful applicants will be offered an incentive on their 
electric utility bill in exchange for providing well-lit window décor to boost 
consumer shopping experiences, brand, and economic vibrancy. 
 
Criteria: 
Applicants must meet the following guidelines: 

- Property must be located within the limits of the attached map. 
- Property must be vacant, but describe their efforts to occupy the space 

as part of the application process. 
- Must have a Winter Park electric utility account. 
- Property owner must work with staff to identify illuminated window 

standards either through lighting storefronts, and/or working with local 
artists/nonprofits to enhance public facing storefront window facades.  

 
Incentive Terms: 
The program provides the following as part of its incentive program: 

- The City will discount electric utility fees up to $500 total of the first 
three months participation based on the delta between existing and 
new utility costs. 

- Applicant will be responsible for any costs in excess of the incentive 
cap through the duration of their participation in the program. 

 
Process: 

- Completed application along with all supporting documentation should 
be submitted to Economic Development staff. 

- Staff will review for completeness and eligibility, and may request 
supplemental material as requested to confirm program compatibility. 

- If approved, staff will work with the city’s electric utility department to 
provide the discount and notify the successful applicant of the 
adjustment.  

 
 
For more information on this and other city programs please visit 
www.cityofwinterpark.org 
 
 

http://www.cityofwinterpark.org/
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City Of Winter Park  

Vacant Storefront Program Application 
   APPLICANT 

Property Owner/Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ Zip __________________ 

Contact Name: __________________________ Phone Number: ________________ 

Email: _________________________________  Fax Number: __________________ 

Legal Form:  Sole Proprietorship    Partnership  

   Corporation: Profit    Non-Profit   

 

   QUESTIONS 

1) Is your business located within the eligibility area? (See attached program 

guidelines map):      YES  NO  

2) Is your property current vacant?    YES  NO  

3) Does your property have a Winter Park electric utility account?     YES  NO  

4) Do you wish to provide an elevated storefront window during a portion or fulltime 

of your property’s vacancy?     YES  NO  

5) Please describe efforts undertaken to occupy the space during its vacancy period: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

   ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

 I have read and understand the program guidelines and criteria (attached) 

 I am currently pursuing potential tenants for the property, and will continue to 

strive for occupancy through the duration of my participation in this program. 

 I agree to either provide images/rendering of proposed elevated storefront 

aesthetics/artwork as part of this application, or work with city staff to collaborate with 

arts organizations in order to satisfy my obligation to this program. 

 I understand that submitting this application does not guarantee acceptance into the 

program and that the City of Winter Park holds final approval to accept or reject any 

application and that I may be asked to provide other information as deemed necessary 

for the purposes of determining eligibility under the program.  
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CERTIFICATION BY APPLICANT 

The applicant certifies that all information in this application, and all information 

furnished in support of this application, is true and complete to the best of the applicant’s 

knowledge and belief. I/We understand that grants area available in limited quantities and 

selection is based on the criteria listed in the guidelines and application. This program 

may change programmatic priorities without notification. I/We have received, reviewed 

and understand the program rules, limitations, and obligations listed in the program 

guidelines. 

 

Verification of any information contained in this application may be obtained by the 

Department from any available source. 

 

 

________________________________________  ________________________ 

Applicant Signature      Date 
 

Please return a copy of this completed application along with any supporting 

documentation to the Economic Development/CRA Department. 

 

 

Kyle Dudgeon 

Economic Development/CRA 

401 Park Avenue South 

Winter Park, FL  32789 

(407) 599-3217 

kdudgeon@cityofwinterpark.org 

 

 

mailto:kdudgeon@cityofwinterpark.org
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